@l’ge Nigertan Docitely of Engineers

g)r)rv TARCOURT™BR A
= |

(‘\I’i

I 6 TH JANUARY 2010

e-mail: info@nseph.org

The Investiture Ceremony of Engr. Chief Olamuyiwa Alade Ajibola FNSE, the 27th President of The Nigerian Society of Engineers,
on the 15th—16th January, 2009 at the International Conference Center, Abuja.

Engr. David Mark (Senate President) giving his speech

Engr. Prof. Hart & other PH engineers

Engr. Ajibola delivering his first Presidential speech

Engr. Dr. Igom (PH Chalrman) & some PH EXCO
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The E-Newsletter team of the Nigerian Society of Engineers Port Har-
court Branch stopped over briefly at the National Engineering Center
(NEC) Abuja to have a chat with the 27th President of NSE immediately
after his investiture. Below is the interview.

E-Newsletter: We want to congratulate you sir on the successful investiture
ceremony that was conducted today. Sir, please we want you to tell us
briefly the challenges ahead for the next two years that you will pilot the
affairs of the Nigerian Society of Engineers.

Engr. Ajibola: Well fortunately the Nige-
rian Society of Engineers has got to a level
that it is well equipped to face its chal-
lenges. The challenges ahead are still very
much the challenges that we have had most
of the time because the Nigerian public and
the Nigerian government do not have the
right understanding of the engineering pro-
fession and therefore they are under utiliz-
ing engineering as it were by Nigerians.
They belief that engineering is a function
that resides in a foreign land and therefore
to use it in Nigeria you have to import it not
knowing that through the Nigerian engineers engineering resides in Nigeria
and this is what we have to manage in the next two years. This is what has
been managed for a long time but it is getting worse and worse because we
are seeing less and less of the projects that are been done, the infrastructural
development that are been done in this country. We can see less and less of
it been done by the Nigerian engineers. More percentage goes to the foreign
engineers.

Engr. Chief O. A. Ajibola

E-Newsletter: Thank you very much sir. What words do you have for the
Nigerian engineers that will take them to another level in the next two years
that you will pilot the affairs of NSE?

Engr. Ajibola: Well, you see as I said in my speech to whom much is given
much is required. If we are demanding more from the society we ourselves
must equip ourselves better to be able to take on the challenges that will
come our way. Assuming that the policy challenges as a result of our advo-
cacy what happens next? Obviously, what happens next is that they will be
looking for Nigerian engineers. We’ve got to identify where we are. We’ve
got to know the locations of the Nigerian engineers. We’ve got to know
where their expertise resides and we’ve to be able to have at our finger tips
such information ready to be deployed to face those challenges. We’ve got
to be able to identify also the deficiency in the engineering training and

capacity that we
have and build up
our capacity to meet
these challenges. At
the same time there
is nothing that is
stagnant. Knowledge
as I said and even
ways of doing
things , ways of
living and so on are
changing so rapidly
in this second dec- Il
ade of the millen- Engr. Chief O. A. Ajibola & Engr. Otueneh, Otunte J.
nium that it is hard to cope with it. Therefore it requires continuous devel-
opment, continuous professional development which the Nigerian Society
of Engineers will try to ensure it is available for those who will take advan-
tage of it and we will encourage our members to take advantage of this.
We’ve also identified the fact that Nigerian engineers, we the Nigerian
engineers have less tendencies to adopt management practices, to adopt
high standards in our operations but most especially the attitude of enter-
prise. We need enterprise to be able to survive. Now we can either work on
infrastructure and survive on infrastructure or we survive on what we can
make by ourselves, what we initiate. As engineers we have the tools, we
have the training, we have the knowledge, we can manufacture, we can
innovate, we can invent. We should deploy all that is in our arsenal to be
able to show Nigerians that we are the people that will make the economy
stable and sustainable in the future.

E-Newsletter: Thank you very much sir. We are very grateful for the presi-
dential opportunity you gave to us to have this brief interview with you and
the E-Newsletter team wish you a successful two year tenure in office.

Engr. Ajibola: I want to say thank you. As I am saying thank you, I also
want to say that [ am looking forward to working with all the Nigerian engi-
neers because I have said it the resources that we need resides within us and
we shouldn’t be shy or we shouldn’t be docile about it. We should bring
out the resources. I welcome suggestions from all our members and I wel-
come participation in everything that we do so that together we will move
forward because it is not about me, it about the Nigerian Society of Engi-
neers and it’s a collective affair. Thank you.

E-Newsletter: Thank you very much sir.

Some senior members of the society

@ The Dinner Ceremony on Friday 15th January 2010

NSE PH Branch EXCO members

POINT ENGINEERING LIMITED
An independent and wholly (100%) Nigerian engineering consultancy company with a strong commitment to proving a POINT for indigenous participation in the Nigerian
Oil & Gas and Petrochemical Sector by providing complete; quality assured engineering design, project management and related consultancy services capable of satisfy-
ing the most stringent requirements of our clients wherever it is required using the best available technical skills.

NOTICE! NOTICE!! NOTICE!!!

All members of NSE PH should pay their annual branch dues of N4000 and compulsory levy of N5000 towards the Engineer Resource Center to UBA
ACC. NO: 0234-031-0000962 (Port Harcourt Main Branch). Also pay National Annual Subscription of N7,500.00 for Members & N9,500 for Fel-
lows directly to AFRIBANK ACC No. 1420202215613 & forward all tellers to the secretariat for reconciliation. All payments should be made at the Bank
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